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Dr Adunuthala Ramanadham was a pediatrician of
warangal. For more than twenty years he gave succour to
the children of the poor and the lower middle classes of the
district. Before that he taught for a short while at Kakatiya
Medical College. His soft voice, gentle manners and:
.concern forthe suffering people made him one of the most
beloved practitioners of the profession.

Dr Ramanadham was not just a medical practitioner.
He was a humanist who reacted strongly against injustice.
Every fight for justice and equality found a sympathiser in
him. Every situation of distress found an immediate re-
sponse from him, both as a doctor and as a human being.
When an unprecedentedtidal wave hit Diviseema of Krishna
districtin 1977, he was one of the first doctors to rushtothe
devastated area and set up a medical camp. When
government doctors went on a long strike in the year 1981,
along with Dr Amjad Ali he set up a free clinic near the
government hospital at Warangal. From inter-caste mar-
riages to the struggles of landless labourers for land and

wages, every struggle for progress and justice elicited a |

sympathetic response from him.

He was one of the builders of the civil liberties move-
ment in Andhra Pradesh. In a period of rising police
lawlessness he stood staunchly for the constitutionally
guaranteedrights of the people, especially of the rural poor,
who are the most vulnerable. For this he paid with his life.
The rulers of this country have always exhibited extreme
intolerance towards those who speak of their misdeeds.
Such critics have paid the price of losing their jobs, freedom
and sometimes theirlives also. DrRamanadhamwas jailed
once during the Emergency and later in January 1985; and
on 3 September 1985 he was shot dead by the police while
attending to his work in his clinic on Jaya Prakash Narayan
Road, Warangal.

This uncompromising votary of civil liberties had one
dear wish. He wanted to be instrumental in building a
meeting hall, a hall of liberty, where persons of every
political persuasion could hold meetings and express their
views, however critical they may be of the ideas that are
currently acceptable or convenient for persons in power.
 This wish could not be fulfilled during his life time, but his
wife Smt Lakshmi has expressed the desire tofulfillthe wish

posthumously. She has agreed to donate a plot of land in
Warangal town to this end, and Andhra Pradesh Civil Lib-
erties Committee, the organisation of which he was Vice -
President at the time of his death, has requested us to
undertake the job of constructing a memorial hall of the kind
he wished.

This is a task in the cause of the political liberty of the
people of India. In a period of increasing political crisis,
safe-guarding political liberty is the basic duty of all of us.
We therefore appeal to you to donate liberally for the con-
struction of the hall, and thereby fuffill thé dream of a man
who died so that we may all live a little more freely.

Dr. A.Ramanadham Memorial Hall Committee
Warangal.
'3 Sept 1990.
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