Police-backed crzmnls killed Purushotham: Bala gupal

he macabre killing of human rights

I activist T Purusho[ham has evoked
severe outcry from various quar-

ters, particularly from civil liberties and
human rights activists. Condemning the
violent incident, several HR activists
raised doubts over the killing of the
APCLC leader and squarely blamed the
police for the “inhuman and heinous act™.

Purushotham, an advocate hailing from
Mahbubnagar, was attacked with swords
by four Tata Sumo-bome assailants on
the fateful Thursday morning near his
residence at Madhuranagar. This is the
first incident in the city where a civil
rights activist was murdered and the fifth
in the State.

Human Rights Forum convener and
advocate K Balagopai alleged that the
murder was the “handiwork” of the
police, Balagopal was allegedly kid-
napped by the police in 1989 under the
garb of a non-existent organisation called
Praja Bandhu as revenge for the abduc-
tion of some cops by the PWG. Excerpts
from the interview:

The Civil Liberties activists are blaming
the police for the
Purushotham, while the police attribute
it to some personal animosity. What is
your opinion?

This is a dangerous trend. It is violence
of the State against democratic activists
which is being dressed up as personal ani-
mosity. The trend was started by outfits
like Green Tigers and Kranti Sena. They
are involved in several acts of violence.

killing of

Initially, these outfits consisted of plain-
clothesmen. Now, sizable chunk of sur-
rendered Naxals joined these groups.

Are you saying that the surrendered
Naxals recruited as members of these
gangs are on the payrolis of the State?

It is an open secret. The State even gave
them licence to extort mcney from people
in Warangal, Nizamabad, Karimnagar,
Nalgonda and Mahbubnagar.

You said the surrendered Naxals were
given licenice to kill and extort. Do you
meain to say that something is wrong in
the PWG?

Yes. It is necessary for the Naxal groups
to introspect as to how their own former
cadres are turning into criminal agents of
the police. However, this criticism
cannot be used to condone the action of
the police in encouraging criminality.

How do you justify the accusation that
the police is involved in killing
Purushotham?

How can anybody be killed in the heart
of the city in broad daylight without the
support of the police? the police claim
that Purushotham was killed due fo Jand
dispute which is ridiculous. He had no
lands. He was a prominent HR activist
and attending court as a lawyer.
Purushotham received several threatening
calls before he was murdered. The haste
with which the body was removed from
the scene of offence, despite pleas by
Purushotham’s wife Jyothi to wait for
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APCLC members, clearly indices that*

the murder was committed with 1e con-
nivance of the police. Meeover,
Purushotham was the fifth HR acivist to
be killed in the State. In all ae four
killings, the police had failed o arrest
anyone. In fact, the killers have 1ot been
identified so far.

Earlier, Purushotham was attaced with
a sickle in 1998 at Mahbubnaga, but the
attackers were never identified Gaddar
was shot at three years ago at
Venkatapuram, Secunderabad It has
become a habit for the cops b say the
killings are due to personal aninosities.

So, you don’t have confidenie in the
Dpolice investigations.

Of course not. They have r 't arrested

anyone so far. PUCL le r K G
Kannabiran, former presiden | APCLC
M T Khan besides me we _ attacked
twice at Warangal and Nalg ‘n front
of the NHRC members i 7 4. The
police had booked cases, id not
arrest anyone.

We don’t believe in the po  depart-

ment and its investigations.

What are the HR activists plarning to do
now?

Purushotham was the third major
activist in the country who was murdered
by the police-backed criminal gangs. The
other two being Jaleel Andrabi, a HR
advocate in Kashmir, and Parag Kumar of
Manav Adhikar Sangram Samiti of
Assam. Our focus would be to e:xpose the

violence of the police-sponsured pe
criminal gangs.

Do you think Praja Bandhic vhick
owned up responsibility for your ahduc-
tion in 1989 was the noawme given {c &
non-existesit outfit by the pelice”

Obviously. They let e off after
ing me for a day and two nigl
police wanted ‘¢ take Tevenge ag
for kidnapping of constables hy thz
Earlier, such crimes were commiti=d
plainclothesmen in the name of ¥
Bandhu and other outfits. Now, th:
fully-organised. The members of
criminal gangs live in
headquarters.

The police often dub the HR activisis as
sympathisers of the PWG?

So what? Is there any law which v -
gests that sympathisers of the P\
CPI-ML should be killed? Purusic,
was not a criminal.

He had no weapon in his possessict, +
was unarmed and was killed hmu]) S
broad daylight.

Is there an end to it?

There should be a public opinior: ¢ the
issue, irrespective of Naxal politics
There has to be a debate on what one
thinks of arbitrary killings sponsured by
the State.

We have to launch an aggressive cum
paign against State-sponsored repression
by private criminal gangs supported by
the police.
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