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Let me at the outset thank Prof Thatikonda Ramesh, Hon'ble Vice 
Chancellor of Kakatiya University, and Dr K Balagopal Endowment 
Committeefor the invitation to deliver the '~th Dr K. Balagopal 
Endowment Lecture. 

I deem it a privilege and honour to be invited to deliver this lecture on a 
theme thatwas central to the practical and intellectual engagement 
byDr Balagopal, one of our well-known and highly regarded civil rights 
activist, advocate and intellectual. 

Some of the writings of Dr Balagopal do engage with and reflect on the 
. question of nationalism, democracy and civil rights in the context of the 
emergence and growth of neoliberal India and the influential 
ideological expanse of the Hindutva and organisational spread sangh 
parivar in Gujarat and to other parts of India.; 

IIi the aftermath of the sad and untimely demise of Dr Balagopal,that is 
in the last decade or so, we have witnessed the molecular spread and 
ideological penetration of the Hindutva forces that cannot merely be 
treated as a phenomenon related to electoral dominance but as a case of 
deeper hegemonic influence that challenges the secular and constitutional 
idea of India as a nation thus paving the way for its proclaimed idea of 
Hindu rastra. True that it is as yet a project in the process of experimentation 
but its hegemonic aspiration and effort cannot be undermined. 
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